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of Abjuration may be grounded, 


wherein the Author makesa migh- | 
ty ftir about Reconciling fome People to the | 


Oath, and the Oath to fome People. Now, for 
my part, I think this is the moft ufelefs Sub- 
ject that ever yet was Treated of. For he that 
would not take the Oaths to King William, is 
not yet to be believed, if he fhould take ten 


thovfand Oaths to Queen Anne; fince the Go- 
vernments both of Anne and William, are built 


on the fame Foundation of Right. 

I cannot over-look one Affertion of this 
Authors, in Page 9. where he affirms, That God 
gave William the Conqueror bis Title by Force 
of Arms; and.be gave William the Deliverer, 
His Title by the Confent of the People. T-o con- 
firm which, in the very next Paragraph, he 
fays, Tho’ we muft acknowledge this Difference in 
their Title, that be who came in as @ Conqueror, 
and was Oppofed by all the Force that the People 
could make againft bim, bad. a Right by Conqueft 
to their Eftates, whereas. be’ who came to be a De- 
liverer (and therefore was not Opposed by the Peo- 
ple, but gladly Received by tiem, who bad no Obli- 
ation to affift in the over-turning thofe Laws and 
Liberties, which the Supreme Legiflative Power 
bad Eftablithed) was obliged to maintain thofe 
Rights, wbich be came to Preferve. 

Would the Nature of this Paper admit of it, 
I could prove, That William the Norman, firft 
King of that Name, of England, did never Con- 
quer thefe Kingdoms, But to affim, That God 
(who is Fuftice it felf, who is Eternal Truth, 
and Un-Erring in His Counjels) ever gave a 
Conqueror a Title by Foree of Arms; comes 
within a Hairs breadth of down-right Bla/pbe- 
my. What fhall we fay of the Clergies No- 
tions of a Jus Divinum, when it is appiy’d to. 
Thieves and Robbers, to Highwaymen and Felons, 
as are all Conquerors, and all fuchas acquire Do- 
minion. by Force of Arms? Whent mention 
the Clergy, I mean fuch of ’em as are of the 
Order of antivy, who were the Procuring 
Caufe of all our Troubles in the late Reigns; 
and would now Embarafs the Reign of Her 
Serene Majefty; yet have we Clergymen in 
England, that are as well affected to the pre- 
fent Government, and as good Friends to the 
Frclilln Liber tes, 28 207 Lay- Mancanbe. This 

uthor is fo Wicked and Arbitrary, as farther to 
allert, that the Conqueror had a Right to the 


5 Eftates by Conqueft. If Conqueft gives 
a Right to an Eftate; | would fain know of 
this Auchor whether King James the 2d, had 
not then a Right to 
he got po , 
trary to Law? And if he 


Magdalen-Colledge, fince 
ffeflion of it y+ wy con- 
fach a Right, 
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Rigbt,and invite over an Army of Forreigners to 

make him sdbdicate and Relinquisb that Right? 
Hf Conquest gives a Right to the Eftates and 

Lsoerties of Englifhmen, our Crowns are always 


E have a Book Puobiifhed, called, | why did the Church of England Oppofe that 
Principles upon which taking the Oath 


_ Precarious ; and no Crown’d Head in England 


can depend uponits Title. For all the Powers 
of Europe may claim a Right to England, and 
it icems may take a Legal Poffeflion of it, if 
they are able to doit by Force ef Arms, The 
French King, according to this Authors Noe 
tion, is Legally in Pofleflion of his Conquered 
Provinces, and has a Right to them; and if, as 
he fays, God has piven him a Title to the Coun- 
tries he has Coxquer’'d; then the Confederates in 
Oppofing of him, do Oppofe the Authority of God, 
But can any Man Imagine, that Once fingle Per- 
fon was ever able to Conquer a Country? Did 
William the Conquzror come tothe Conqueft of 
England by himfelf: If he had an Arm’d Force 
to aflift him; every Perfon in his Army was as 


| much a Conqueror as Himfelf, and had as good 


a Title to the Government of the Country; fo 
that a Conqueror,in this Authors Senfe, is one 
that Robbs a People of their Country, and his 
Fellow-Coxqucrors of their Right to the Purchafe, 
and himfelt becomes a Nimrod, a Ufurper, and 
Tyrant, and did Ged ever give fuch a Title as 
this to a Kingdom? 

Now the meaning of this whole Book, is to 


bring the Doérines of Paffive- Obedience, and 


Non-Refiftance into Vogue. For tho’ the Non- 
jurers cannot {wallow the Oaths to Her Majefty 
F fJentialier, by way of Potions i. ¢. as She is a 
Legal Queen by the Voice of the People, con- 
firm’d by two of their Acts of Settlement, yet 
they can take the Oaths Funddmentaliter,by way 
of Clyffer, as She is a Queen de Fao, and ag 
it tends to the Health of their Offices and Be- 
nefices. Certainly; never were Doctrines more 
Abfurd, and Ridicolous endeavour’d to beim-= 
pofed on the Belief of Rational Creatures, than 
are the Dottrines of Pajfive Obedience, and Non- 
Refiftance. 
Doéirines, have fo abominably Confounded them- 
felves, that it isnexttoa Afiracle, their Perfons 
are not as Scandalous as their Doétrines; efpeci- 
ally under a Government Built upon the Ruins 
of fuch Tenents. Dr. Hicks fays, That the Laws 
of all Governments, allow every Man to Defend 
bu Life againft an Affaffine. What then becomes 
of bis Paffive-Obedience and Non-Refiftance ? 
Dr. Sherlock tells us, No Aan can want Autho- 
rity 10 Defend bis Life againft bim that bas no 
Authority to take it away. If he has an Avtho- 
rity t0 Defend his Life, much more’ has he an 
Authority to Defend his Liberty, which is 
more valuable than Life; and Pray, what Au- 
thority has a Wfurper, a Conqueror, a Tyrant, 


The greateft Afferters of which | 























over either the Lives or Liberties of Free-Peo- | 


ple? They are Wholefale Bobbers, and if they 
will bat allow fuch Men as our Priuciple- Planter 
to be Petty Chap-men, or Pedlars in the fame 
Commodity ; then we may Lawfully Swear to 
them; for God gave them their Title by Force of 


“Arms, and they bave a Right by Conqueft to our 


Eftates; in which is included the very Effence 
of Property. - 

1 fhould not have gone fo far in this Subject, 
had t not found the old Tub of Treafon broa- 
ched againft our Liberties, and that fome Pec- 
pie are rclaps’d into their old Paffive Dik mper, 
which has brought fo many coacowaiiant Dilea- 


fes upon our dear Country. . 


The Dutch Placaere for Encouragement of 
of Privateers being Publifhed, it is worthy our 
Conlideration; tho’ J fhall not meke « Compa- 
vifoa betwixe theic Encouragement and ours, 
tor fear of offending the Wiitoai of the .44- 
miralty, | have belore given you iny Sentinents 
on that Subject in Nuaiber VI. Buc iurcl am 
if we fave not the time Lacoaragenicnt as the 
French, if we Fight them witha Sword fhorter 
than theirs, We ate likely to come off with a 
Prick inftead ot Profz. The Duich allow the 
Captors for every dan of War Uicy take, feventy 
five Guilders tor every Man on Board the faid 
Ships when the Fight began, and the like Sum 
for every pound weight of Sail, that their Guns 
can Diicharge at oac Round.—— Tbat Woun- 
ded Men fliall be Cured at the Publick Charge, 
and foch as are dilabled, befides tine Cure, fhall 
have half the Reward allowed to thole on Board 
the States Ships of War. That they fhall 
have the faid Ships and Cargoes to themfelves, 
Without any Abatement, and that the Affairs 
of Retaken Ships is very tairly acjufted to the 
Advantage of the Privateers. Whoever com- 
pares this Placaert of the Dutch, with my Propo- 
fals for the encouragemcat of Privateers, will 
think that I wrote tothe Duteb, and not to my 
own Country-mien,but | mult fabmit to the Wil- 
dom of cur dmiralty: lt with well to the Ja- 
tereft of ny Conntry,efpecially to our Sea- Affairs, 
on which the whole Terra Firma iatircly de- 
pends; and without a good Management of 
which, we fiail not be long a WVstion. Our 
Privatesrs ta time of War, aad our Fi/bery, ia 
both War aid Peace, are the two Preps of 
this Ifand, being both fo uieful and necefla- 
sy to Trade and Navigation, aiid to the Employ- 
gient of the Poor ot thefe Kingdoms; and 1 
with with all my Soul, that the Wildom of the 
Admiralty at the end of the bier may give usa 
betier Account of the Asvuntuge of Privateers, 
than the Commiffion of Viade has hitherto 
cone of the encreale of Tiaffick. 

Yo fruftrate the hopes of tie French Kings 
acquiring a Univerfal Adcuarchy, by. Debauching 
the Principles and Perfous of Men of all Nati- 
cas, as | {aid in. my taft, none ftands fo much in 
his way as do Kings end Priaces; for a Wiil 
without a Power makes but a weak Effort, a 
Defire to accomplihh a 7 bing, without Ways and 
Means neceffary to that End and Purpole, ex- 
erts it felf only in a Mans Brealt, without a 
Production of Fa&. And if Kings and Princes 
are Vertuoufly enclined to the Encouragement 
of Piety and Morality throughout their Domi- 
nions, yet they fee with others Mens Eycs, they 
hear with other Mens Ears, and they put the 
Admiaiftration of Civil and Religious Affairs 








very often into the Hands of Men, who A@ 
quite contrary to the intentions of their Sove- 
raign. Her Majefty put forth her Proclamati- 
on for the Encouragemert of Vertue, and Sup. 
preffing of Vice,dmmoralityand Propbanefs : This 
was a Pious Act, and tending to the R éformati- 
‘on of the A4anners of the whole Kingdom. I faw 
that Preclamation pated againft a Wall in aP ub- 
lick Houfe, prefently in comes a Fellow and 
claps on one fide of it a Paper, 4 the Thea- 
ter Royal, fuch a day of the Atonth, will be Prefen- 
ted fuch a new Comedy. Immediately after in 
comes another, and claps on the other fide of 
it, a Paper, 4t the Cockpit Royal, in St. James’s 
Park will bea preat Match of Cock- Fighting fuch 
a Day of the Week. Now what a confounding 
Sighe was this? Here was Het Majefties Encou- 
ragemeaot to Piety, fupported on both fides 
with her Majefties Authority for Vice and De- 
bauchery. Certainly, thinks 1, Her Majefty 
knows nothing of all this; here’s one Paper on 
behalf cf God, and two for the Inrereft of ‘the 
Devil; then ! wifh’d my felf a Bifhop, or fome 
great Man at Court, who might have accefs 
to acquaint Her Majefty, how abominably the 


_ is abuded in the Publick Places of the Streets, 


where at every Pifling-Poft, the Arms of the 
Crown of England in Play-Houfe Bills, Cock- 
Fighting, Fighting of Prizes, &c. are pafted up 
amoog pocky Bills, and Cures of Claps; this 
looks as much like Reformation of Azanners, as 
the Devil looks like a Saint, and for all this, 
are we beholden to thofe who have a Power 
to acquaint Her Majefty how much Her Royal 
Dignity and Authority is abufed by Her Sub- 
jects, and do not. 

To have a Play-Houfe kept in Her Majefties 
Name, and the Players to write themfelves Her 
Majefties Servants, is doing that in England, 
which the old Romans would not allow of ; for 
tho’ they had their Players, yet they met with 

no Encouragement from the State, and they were 
Rogues and Villains by the Statute Law of 
Rome, and would be fo in England, if they were 
out of the Protection of the Court. We fee the 
Lord Mayors of London have intirely Routed 
them out of their Liberty; from whence they 
fled to May- Fair,within a Bowfhot of St.Fames’s 
Park, and very near the Queens own Houfe: 
Oh the Piety of fome People about the Queen ! 
W ho can fuffer things of this Nature to go Un- 
Gifcovered to her Majefty, and confequently 
Unpanifhed. Can any rational Man imagine 
that Her Majefty would permic fo mach Lewd- 
nefs as is Commrited at Afay-Fair for fo marty 
days together, fo near her Royal Palace, if fhe 
knew any thing of the matter? I don’t believe 
the Patent for that Fair,allows the Patentees the 
Liderty of fetcing up the Devil Shops, and ex- 
poting his Merchandile to fale; nor was there 
ever one Fair or Market in Engiand, conftituted 
for this parpofe : But this Fair is kept contrary 
to Law, and in Defiance of Juftice; for the laft 
Fair, when the Civil Magiftrate came to keep 
the Qneen’s Peace there, one Conftable was 
kill?d, and three others Wounded; which is a 
fall Encouragement to the reft to put che 
Laws in Execution againft Propbanefs and De- 
bauchery. But the Juftices of Peace for the 
County of Adiddlefex, may by Prefentment and 
otherwife, put 2 ftop to this Evil for the fature 
if they are fo minded. , 
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(et ete ae ————— >> gee ee abeteimane dubia — hte 
Lowdon, Printed by J. How, in the Ram-fead-lnn-Tard in Fanchurch-fireet, 1702. 
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